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Grade 9: Biology
Grade 10: ELA & Math

MCAS assesses students' 
knowledge of the 

Massachusetts Learning 
Frameworks and Standards.

Grade 3: ELA & Math
Grade 4: ELA & Math

Grade 5: ELA, Math & STE

Grade 6: ELA & Math
Grade 7: ELA & Math

Grade 8: ELA, Math, STE & 
Civics

I. MCAS Overview: Big picture



Definitions of 
MCAS Terms

Student Growth Percentile (SGP) = 
Students' growth as compared to student 
with similar academic achievement. 

SGP Mean = Arithmetic average
SGP Median = Middle value in data set



● Scores represent last year's students in a particular grade level.

● IPS greatly outperformed state scores.

● All public data is accessible here under the "Assessments" tab.

● Look online for data on student subgroups.

● MCAS scores are part of the "Accountability Data" algorithm. 

● 2025 was the first MCAS after Question 2 eliminated MCAS as a graduation 

requirement.

To Consider When Looking at MCAS Scores



● Research shows that there will be an "implementation dip" in standardized 

testing during implementation of a brand new curriculum.

● MCAS is "just one part of the story, not the full story" -- Pedro Martinez, MA 

Commissioner of Education. IPS uses many other data sources, not just MCAS.

To Consider When Looking at MCAS Scores



2025 = First MCAS 
after it is no longer 

a graduation 
requirement

2024 = typical 
MCAS with new 

Competency 
Determination for 
10th grade tests

2019 = typical, 
pre-pandemic 

MCAS

2023 = typical 
MCAS

2021 = 10th grade 
only; 3-8 MCAS 
was shortened

2022 = first full 
MCAS 

post-pandemic

2020 = No MCAS

To Keep in Mind, For Annual Comparisons



Grade 8 only, 
piloted in 2025

Two components: one state-level performance 
task; one end-of-course (EOC) test

Focus: 
New Civics 
MCAS



Grade 8 only, 
piloted in 2025

Two components: one state-level performance 
task; one end-of-course (EOC) test

Focus: 
New Civics 
MCAS



      IPS Trends and Grade-level Data

Think about:

★ The sum of the Exceeding and Meeting Expectations from year 

to year

★ The SGP (41-60 is the aim)

II. MCAS Data:



Quiz Time!



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: ELA, 
Grade 3



 Grade 3 by School: ELA

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: 
Math, Grade 3



 Grade 3 by School: Math

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: ELA, 
Grade 4



 Grade 4 by School: ELA

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: 
Math, Grade 4



 Grade 4 by School: Math

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: ELA, 
Grade 5



 Grade 5 by School: ELA

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Both 
Elementary 
Schools: STE, 
Grade 5



 Grade 5 by School: STE

Paul F. Doyon
Memorial 
School

Winthrop 
School



Quiz Time!



ELA, 
Grade 6



Math, 
Grade 6



ELA, 
Grade 7



Math, 
Grade 7



ELA, 
Grade 8



Math, 
Grade 8



STE, 
Grade 8



Civics, 
Grade 8



Quiz Time!



 Grade 9: Biology



 Grade 10: ELA



 Grade 10: Math



MCAS is just once a year. 
How do we measure data all year long?

Data Discussions with Benchmark Data

Adjustments to Curriculum and 
Instruction

Tiered Interventions and Support



Local Assessments



III. Accountability 
Data: IPS Numbers 

and Trends





Paul F. Doyon 
Memorial School



Winthrop School



Ipswich Middle 
Schools



Ipswich High 
School:
2025 
Massachusetts 
School of 
Recognition



Ipswich High 
School:
2025 
Massachusetts 
School of 
Recognition



Where can I get more 
information?

● DESE's School and District 
Profiles -- search for Ipswich 
and click "Assessment"

● Your child's MCAS report 
● IPS School and District 

"Report Cards" (not yet 
released for 2025)

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=01440000&orgtypecode=5
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=01440000&orgtypecode=5


Congratulations 
and thank you to Ipswich 
Public Schools student, 

educators, administrators 
and families.

Questions?
Please contact Dr. Tracy Wagner, 

twagner@ipsk12.net.


