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Vision: 
All Massachusetts students will be 
educated in the histories of the 
Commonwealth, the United States, 
and the world. They will be prepared 
to make informed civic choices and 
assume their responsibility for 
strengthening equality, justice, and 
liberty in and beyond the United 
States.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education



 HSS Standards
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BIG CHANGES!
Aligned with the 2017 MA 

English Language Arts & 
Literacy Curriculum 

Frameworks



History & Social Science Frameworks...

What do the changes look like?
What’s the plan?

ELEMENTARY
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Where are the 
History and 
Social Science 
Standards on 
the IPS 
Curriculum 
Review Cycle?
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*REVISED* Pre-K-Grade 5 
Scope & Sequence of HSS 

Courses

PRE-K

Building a foundation for 
living, learning, and 
working together

Grade 3

Massachusetts, home to 
many different people

Grade 2

Global Geography: Places 
and peoples, cultures and 
resources

Grade 1

Leadership, cooperation, 
unity and diversity

Kindergarten

Many roles in living, 
learning, and working 
together

Grade 4

North American 
geography and peoples

Grade 5

United States history to 
the Civil War and the 
modern Civil Rights 
Movement



2003: Grade 3 Example
“Massachusetts and Its Cities and Towns: 
Geography and History”

 

72018: Grade 3 Example
“Massachusetts Cities and Towns Today and 
in History”What do 

these 
changes 

look like?



2003: Grade 5 Example
“UNITED STATES HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, 
ECONOMICS, AND GOVERNMENT: EARLY 
EXPLORATION TO WESTWARD MOVEMENT”

 

82018: Grade 5 Example
“United States History to the Civil War and the 
Modern Civil Rights Movement”What do 

these 
changes 

look like?



New History and Social Science 
Elementary Standards* 2018-2019: Reviewing, Unpacking and Planning

» Professional Development for Compass Committee Members
» Presentation to Faculties
» Existing Curriculum Inventory
» End year with a Draft Plan for Next Steps

* 2019-2020: Developing and Implementing, Year 1
» Professional Development in Target Areas; Summer PD
» Messaging Presentation to Faculties
» UbD, Stage 1 & Online Curriculum Drafting
» Priority Standards & UbD Stages 2-3 Starts

* 2020-2021: Developing and Implementing, Year 2
» Targeted PD in Needs Areas
» Continue UbD Stages 2-3
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kytj1rK-uwtABRhqVeWllADJaURF6hy7


History & Social Science Frameworks...

What do the changes look like?
What’s the plan?
MIDDLE SCHOOL
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*NEW* 6-8 Scope & 
Sequence of Middle School 

Courses

Grade 6

Humanities 6
Aligned with World 
Geography & ELA

Grade 8

Civics 8
United States and 
Massachusetts 
government and civic life

Grade 7

Social Studies 7
Aligned with Ancient 
Civilizations I and II; 
side-by-side with ELA 7



2003: Grade 6 example

 

122018: Grade 6 Example
“Western Asia, the Middle East and North Africa: 
Mesopotamia, c. 3500-1200 BCE”

What do these changes 
look like?

For Seven 
Regions!
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2018: Grade 8 Example

What do these changes 
look like?

2003: Grade 8 example

 

For Seven 
Civics Topics!



REQUIRED 
8th GRADE 
& HIGH SCHOOL 
CIVICS PROJECTS

Chapter 296 of the Acts of 2018: An Act to 
Promote and Enhance Civic Engagement

» Student-led
» Project-based
» Real-world
» Rooted in an understanding of systems impact
» Goal-driven
» Inquiry-based
» Non-partisan
» Process-focus
» Action-Based 
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New History and Social Science 
IMS Standards* 2018-2019: Reviewing, Unpacking and Planning

» Unpacking new standards
» Existing Curriculum Inventory
» Summer PD

* 2019-2020: Developing and Implementing, Year 1
» Humanities PLC (grade 6)
» Humanities School Improvement Team
» Democratic Knowledge Project (grade 8)
» Document-Based Questions (DBQ) PD expansion
» Issues Fair on May 28, 2020 

* 2020-2021: Developing and Implementing, Year 2
» Targeted PD in Needs Areas
» Cont. DKP & DBQ implementation
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History & Social Science Frameworks...

What do the changes look like?
What’s the plan?

HIGH SCHOOL
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Grades 9-12 Scope & 
Sequence of HSS Courses: 

Students Cycling In...

Current 9th graders are 
first class to start the new 
9-12 line-up.

NEW Grade 9

World History

If a student does 
not take an AP 
course, their 
pathway looks 
like:

Current 10-12th graders are finishing up prior 
sequence of American Survey (10), Global Studies (11) 
and American Government (12).

AP Options:
AP US History (APUSH)
AP World History
AP Psychology
AP American Government

NEW Grade 10

American History
* Will include required 
Civics Project * 

NEW Grade 11

America in the Modern 
World

NEW Grade 12

American Government 
(semester) + an elective 
(semester)



2003: World History example

 

182018: World History example
“Philosophy, the arts, science and technology c. 1200 
to 1700”

What do these changes 
look like?



REQUIRED 
HIGH SCHOOL 
CIVICS PROJECT

Chapter 296 of the Acts of 2018: An Act to 
Promote and Enhance Civic Engagement

» Building into American History (grade 10)
» Introduced after students learn about the                                                                              

Progressive Movement, as connected to Civic                                                                                                                                                             
Responsibility

» More critical lens to the context of the issue
» Greater project independence and depth
» Deeply evaluate root causes of an issue

19



New History and Social Science 
IHS Standards* 2018-2019: Reviewing, Unpacking and Planning

» Unpacking new standards
» Existing Curriculum Inventory
» Summer PD

* 2019-2020: Developing and Implementing, Year 1
» 9th graders begin new course sequences/2018 standards curriculum alignment
» Document-Based Questions (DBQ) PD 
» Continued curriculum development for new courses/standards
» Developing 10th grade Civics project

* 2020-2021: Developing and Implementing, Year 2
» Targeted PD in Needs Areas
» 10th grade Civics project pilot
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NEXT STEPS... 21

Graphic taken
from 
Elementary 
Compass HSS 
Slideshow to 
Faculties



QUESTIONS?
Thank you to everyone involved 
in the implementation of these 
new standards!

Contact Tracy Wagner, IPS Director of Teaching and 
Learning at twagner@ipsk12.net
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